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Diverſion, The Word probably. 


1 
„% 
worldly Vanities, and many infernal Enemies. 
And when ſuch a Perſon finds it neceſſary to 
divert himſelf, he ought above all things, to 
look well that no Snares of the Enemy lie hid 
under the Diverſion that he allows himſelf :- 
becaule at this time, his Mind will be leis rea- 
dy ro withſtand the Attack of an Enemy, be- 
ing, as it were, in the Condition of a Soldier 
that has laid by his Armour for a while, the 
more freely to recreare and diſport himiſe!f, 

\ This being then the true Reaſon and End (f. 


Game and Divefſion, we are hence inſtructed 


in two Points concerriing it. F#/#, That if 
there be any ching called Game, which is nei- 
ther a Rectearion to our Body nor Mind, it is 
an unlawful thing, and muſt be ſhunned by all 
wiſe and ſober Perſons as a Canker and Con- 
ſumer of Time, which is the moſt valuable of 
all Earthly Things. And Secondly, Thar all 
ſuch Sports and Games as are manifeſt Tem- 
prations to Sin, and do many times expole - 
Men to Ruine, are to be renounced with Di- 
dain, in Chriſtian Prudence, and in point of Con- 
ſeience: It being a manifeſt Chriſtian Duty to 
ſhun all foreſeen Temptation and Occaſions of - 
Sin, where no Neceffiry conſtrains us to it, 
and where the Good propoſed by it cannot in 
any meaſure counterpoiſe the Evil which is ro - 
e omits 29.7 240 
We will only at preſent confider the Games 
of Carding and Dieing, (fince other Games will 
be included hereby {5 far as the pariry of Rea- 
fon affects them) and inquire, '/hether a pru- 
dent - and ſincere ——— may warrantably al- 
2 lam. 


(4) 
tow himſelf in the Uſe of theſe Games, without 
4 Diminution to that Character 


Now here, in our firſt Thoughts of the Mat- 
ter, we may be aſſured that ſome Exerciſes of 


theſe Games are unqueſtionably Evil, tho' we 


ſhould ſuppoſe the Games themſelves to be in- 
different and innocent, As if any one plays un- 
ſeaſonably, or on the Lord's-Day, or on Days 


of publick Humiliation, or in the proper Seaſons 


of Prayer, or even ſo as to prejudice our neceſ- 


ſary worldly Bufineſs ; or if any one plays at 
theſe Games merely to ger another's Money; 


or if he plays till he wrangles and affrones his 


Company; or if he plays too long, ſo that he ex- 
ceeds the Reaſon and Intention of Diverſion. 
Theſe things are manifeſtly Evil : and whoſce- 
ver takes not due Care to ſecure himſelf againſt 
this fourfold Snare, we may, without ſcrup.e, 
term his Habit of Gaming a bale and pernicious 
Vice. For tis, in truth, the Mother of many 
Vices; as of Idleneſi, Vanity, and Levity of Spi- 
rir; yea, it nurſes at the ſame time the rwo op- 
police Vices of Cevetouſneſs and Profuſeneſs, 

And here, in truth, it is even amazing to con- 
ſider, in what different and al moſt contradicto- 
ry Circumſtances we ſhall behold the eager 
Gameſter : For he is at the ſame time both bu. 
fie and idle, in Toily and yet in Play; diverted, 
and yet tcymented; and perhaps allo cheating, 
and cheated, He is in the ſame Hour both ſur- 
feiced with 4ffluence, and pinched with Penury: 
And he is all the while excruciated betwixt 
Hope and Fear, which is a mere Rack to the 
Mind, inſtead of a Diverſions | 


] 


55)? 
T have a few things therefore to offer to con- 
ſiderate Minds with reference to this Mitter, 


and I pray God aſſiſt every one that peruſes 


this Paper with his Grace, that he may apply 
ir to his Benefit: in both Worlds; for, I ſuppoſe, 


none are ignorant, that many Perſons have, by 


the extreme Vanity of ungoverned Gaming, both 


ruined their E?ares in this World, and their 


Souls in the other. Be ir therefore duly conſi- 


dered that, 


I. The Games of Card and Dice, will be ve- - 
likely ro devour mach Time wherever they 


are allowed: which is a very important Con- 


ſideration. For nothing can be ro cur Advan- 
tage or Comfort, that vainly conſumes many cf 
thoſe precious Moments, which ſerve to all our 
purpoſes under the Sun. For when Time fails, 
nothing can be done. 
I would therefore ask ſuch as at any time 
ate about to fet themſelves to Gaming, what 
Time they propoſe to ſpend in it? And to this 
ſome will anſwer perhaps, that they defign to 
paſs away an Hour or two; And ochers, that 
they intend ro ſpend a Minter-Eveuing at it. 
Bur here, alas / very few are true to their Time 
aſſigned. For even they who ſpend the longeſt 
Evening in Gaming, do too often entrench uf- 
on the next Morning too. But if we ſuppoſe 
them to be punctual to their leaſt Alotment 
of time, and that they do break off, when they 
have plaid an Hour or two; the reckoning 
will ſwell high in time. For if an Hour or 
two be given up to Gaming this Day, and as 
much to Morrow, or on many other Days; 
alas } How great a Share of the active part of 
A 3 
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our poor Threeſcore Years and Ten will be ſpent 
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yea, ſquandered away, in idle Play, and in imper- 
tinent Amuſements, or perhaps in Quarrels and 


random Diſcourſe, in coveting and ftriving for | 


that which is anorber's, and in many other Of. 
fences _ againſt God. | 


— 1 


O Chriſtians! How do you think to paſs ſuch 


| Reckonirgs as theſe with the Great and Holy 


God at laſt 2 Can you think that he will allow 


ſuch Accounts of your Stewardſhip? Do you 


nct conſider, That one ſingle Minute of that 


Time which you now ſo prodigally waſt, cannot 
be pu: chaſed with the whole World, were you 
Miſter of it, when you come to your laſt im- 
portant Moment! Will you not then cry out 
with that ſerious Toung Prince of ours in the 
laſt Age, Oh dat I had now the Hours that I 


have ſpent at Tennis! A P. ay, for which more 


may be ſaid, is being a wholeſome bodilyExerciſe, 
than for the ſedentary and inſigniſicant Games of 
Carding and Dicing. And this leads us to a Second 

Conſideration. WM 
IT. Theſe Games adminiſter no conſiderable 
Exerciſe to the Body, and they do exceedingly 
amuze and entangle the Mind; ſo that they 
are ſalſly called by the Name of Diverſt- 
ons, We are told in Hiftory, that they 
were invented at the Seige of ſome Cuies in 
Aſia, as a Contrivance to deceive the Hunger 
of the Bekepged in thoſe times, when Towns 
were rather won by Starving their Garriſons 
by a long Block: de, than by the ſpeedier modern 
way of grinding them to Powder by the means 
of heavy Mort ars and Artillery, Which thews 
the Power cf cheſe Games upon the . of 
en, 


(7) 


Men, in that they were able to divert the ſharps 


eſt and moſt impatient of all humane Appetites, 


I thole of Hunger and Thirſt, Surely ſuch a Ca- 
ptivating Diverſion muſt needs be unſafe and 


unadviſable ro Chriſtians; ' whoſe Minds ought 
always to be girt, and in a fir Poſture ro do 
Service to their Maſter, and to oppoſe the On- 
ſets and Attacks of Spiritual Enemies, who are 
never far from us, but do uſually inveſt us with 
formidable Legions. | : Bl 

III. There is uſually ſome apparent ill Con- 
ſequence of Gaming, before ſuch as ſer ro ir 
gixe it over. It too often ſacrifices good Com- 
pany, good Humour, and a good Conſcience ro- 


gerher : Some Broil or other uſually ariſes; or 


lonre indecent Levity and Jeſting, or ſome Ex- 


ceſs in point of Time or otherwiſe 3 which will 
make a ſerious Mind wiſh, that it had not been 
admitted. ere >> 8 

IV. We find nothing like theſe Vanities in 
the Lives of the Holy Patriarchs and Propbets, 
nor in the Life of our perfect Pattern, the 
Lord. Feſus Chrift, whole Sheep hear his Voice, 
and follow his Steps; and therefore we find no 
ſuch trifling way of mis · ſpending time allowed 
by the Holy Apoſtles and the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans: Bur, on the contrary, theſe Things, or the 
like to them, have been condemned by Learned 
and Pious Men of all Ages, Our Church for- 
bids her Miniſters to play. at Cards, Dice, or 


Tables, or any other unlawful Game, by Day or by 


Night, upon Pain of Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure, Can. 
Ixxv. And this is required of Miniſters, that 
they may be. Examples cf Holy Life to their 
People; as it follows in the Canan: which * 

U 
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chat ir is alſo there intended, that every Per- 
ſon whoſcever ſhould be diſſwaded from ſuch 


Unchriſtian Practices. For they are codemned | 


allo by the Laws of our Land, as unſufferable; 
and all ſuch Public Houſes as allow them are 
required to be ſuppreſt, as Nuſances in the Com 
munity; and their Licenſes are by any ſuch Fact 
abſolutely made void. (2, 3 Phil. & M.) 

V. The very Name of Paſtime is an abſurd 
and hateful Notion: as if we needed any Ar- 


rifice to haften the Flight of our 3 and 
$ 


irretrievable Moments: which away of 
themſelves ſwifter than our very Thoughts, and 
will ſoon caft us into the Bliſs or Torment of 
an unchangeable Eternity. 

 Methinks theſe Conſiderat ions ſhould pall 
any thoughts of Gaming in all that would act 
with Advice in the uct of their Lives. 
And as for ſuch as act otherwiſe, they fall un- 
der a deplorable Character, and all Advice and 
Counſel to them will be utterly loft. For in- 
ſtead of attending to the Reaſon of theſe things, 
they will be apt to cry out, tho indeed moſt ab- 
ſurdly, and ſay, what an intolerable Preciſene/s 


is this? What, nor ſo much as encourage us | 


to a Game at Cbriſtma ? That Feſtival will 
not look like it ſelf without it. | 
But I pray you, Sys, what is there in the 
Birth of Chriſt that ſo well ſuits with this ex- 
treme Vanity, as you pretend? Did not our 
Bleſſed Saviour come into the World to deſtroy 
the Works of the Devil; to free us from the Fol- 
ly and Pollution of our carnal Minds and Hearts; 
and to make us Enemies to the Pomps and Vani- 
ties of this wicked World? CHRISTIAN 
| GAMING 
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GAMING is the moſt abſurd thing you can 
mention, W hatſoever is Chriſtsan, is Chrift-like, 


and (avours of his Spirit; Bur who does affirm 


this of Gaming ? | 

And trulyChri/tians need it not for aDiverſion: 
We have more noble Entertainments offered us 
always, particularly at the Feſtival of our Blef- 
ſed Saviour's Nativity before mentioned. Witk 
what divine Elevation of Soul may we then, or 
at any time, cont or diſconrſe of rhe 
marvellous Compaſſion, Condeſcention, and Love 
of God, who was manifeſt in the Fleſh! And 
what infinite Advantages are hereby _ 
ed to Mankind: fince by this the Malice of the 
Devil againſt Men is effectually countermined, 
and they are now made capable of being tran» 
flared from the Power of Darkneſs to the Kingdom 
of God's dear Son: yea, the Sons of Men may now 
become the adopred Children of God, and atrain 
a Meetneſs for, and a Title to, his Everlaſting 
Kingdom. Who can bur praiſe the infinitely 
Wiſe, Holy, and Merciful God, who hath by this 
aſtoniſhing Expedient brought in even his Righ- 
teouſneſs ro "> in the pardon of a penitent Sin- 


ner believing in J ES US: So that he can now 


be abſolutely Fuſft, and yet a Fuſtifier of them 
that believe, The thankful Remembrance of 
theſe things will be Matter of a Noble, yea, of 
a Heavenly Joy: For we may be ſure, the Ho- 
Angels will join with us while we ſing Glory 
to God in the higheſt, on Earth Peace, good Will 
towards Men, 54.3.5, *> 
We lee then, a Chriſtian needs not go 
begging for Pleaſure ar the Devil's Doors. He 
has a more delicious Feaſt of his own upon the 
| Hidden 


of any reſonable Appetite, 
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Hidden Manna: even in that Peace of Grd 
which paſſeth all Underſtanding ; and in that Joy 
of the Holy Ghoſt which raites a Foy unſpeak- 
able and full of Glory. And thele Divine Suavi- Y. 
ties are almoſt as much better than che Envy, | 
Malice, and Paſſton, which the Devil many times 


blows up in Gameſters, as Heaven is than Hell. ſof 


For as the Holy Spirit is the Author of the Di- 
vine Peace and Joy of holy Souls, ſo we may 
well ſuſpect, both from the extravagant Paſſions 
and fierce Emotions of Gameſters in the Heat 
of their Play, and from their Want of Power 
to give ĩt over, that they are very much actu- 
ated by Evil Spirits, who will, without doubt, 
be very forward ro aſſiſt the Students in their 
Boks, and the Lovers of their Devices. 

O! whar have they roanſwer for before the 
Great and Holy God; who make a Trade of 
cheating and impoveriſhing of Men by the per- 
nicious Artifices of Gaming; who at once pre- 
tend to entertain, and defign to deſtroy their Bre- 
thren; like Joab to Amaſa, with one Hand they 
embrace, and with the other they Scabz. 

How many Young Heirs have fall'n a Prey 
to this rooking Generation of Men? How ma- 
ny Apprentices have ruined themſelves, and 
robbed their Maſters, to feed theſe cruel and 
inſatiable Horſe-Leeches 2 Enough to make 
every diſcreer Vung- Man reſolve, even in com- 
mon Prudence, never to expoſe one Peny to 
ſuch Mercileſs Thieves and Robbers : nor ever 
to expend the comfortable Patrimony of their 
Fathers in a fooliſh way of Prodigality, which 
beg gert a Man without the leaſt Grarification 


And 
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Sd And as for ſuch as make Account of gerting 
Joy Itheir Livelihood by Gaming, as by a more egſie, 
eak- and, as they call it, a more gentile way, than by. 
bi- ſan honeſt Trade; they are uſually deceived and 
29), Sruined by this their idle Project. For chey are 
mes hereby brought to an idle and luxurious, way: 
Hell. ſof Liĩie; and have no honeſt way, to ſupport 
Di- cheſe great Expences, and the Loſſes which of- 
may en befal them in their Play, They are too laxy 
o Work, and too proud to Beg; and there ſeems: 
but one way left that can ſpeedily ſupply their 
ants, which is that of Robbery, and this ſel- 
dom fails to bring them to the Gallows, Or if 
e view their Cale on the faireſt ſide, and ſup- 
their poſe, that among the Thouſands that are beg. 
zer d by Gaming, chere may be one Inſtasce 
produced of an Eſtate gotten by it. Vet this 
olatile ſort of Gain will ſoon appear to be an 
nbleſt. Portion, and is ſeldom tranſmitted to the 
bird Generation. .. 7 
And yet notwithſtanding all the Sin and Mi- 
ery that has been brought upon Men by theſe 
neans, ſome People may perhaps reply, That 


hey cannot be fo diſobligingto che Company, as 
ma- o ſtand out, when defired by others to play 
;, and ich- them; becauſe. 'rwould-look-lke- a con-- 
el and emning them of Sin or Folly. But on 
make ach an Occaſion, any one may without the 
com- aft Breach of Manners reply, That tho! 
ny to o nat any ways cenſure thoſe prudent Perſohs 
r ever ho are perſwaded of the Lawfulneſs of theſe; 


amet, and ean ſecure themſelves; agninſt the 
which Niconveniencies chadattend chem: yet if we think 
cation em unlawful or inexpedient, they will be ſo 
d us, whatever they be in themſelves; yea, if 


And 


( 12 ) 
we are in doubt about them. And it would 
be bur ill Manners in any one to preſs another 
to a thing, for which he has made ſo ſolid and 
diſcreet an Apology. 

In truth, our Conditios on Earth is ſo frail, 
pollured and expoſed to the Wrath of God; 
and we have before us ſuch awful Indicarions 
of it, that a ſerious, yea, a ſorromful Spirit, does 
much more become us, and muſt needs be more 
ſafe and expedient for us, than Sport and Pa- 


ime. 

Upon the whole. Thoſe Miſe and Good 
People, who are nor drawn to their Diverſi- 
ons by any misbecoming Morives, and can 
diſcreetly time the Seaſon and Meafure of 
them; who have a ſure Guard againſt the Tem- 
ptat ion and Inconveniencies which uſually at- 
tend chem; and do not find themſelves unfit 
for better things when they have been at them: 
Theſe Perſons will deſerve to ſtand the faireſt 
for a Licence to Game, but will be the laſt per- 
haps that will allow themſelves in it. 
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